Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.139; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.4.
In the title compound, C 18 H 21 NO 3 , the C N bond has a trans conformation and the benzene rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 61.32 (6) . The C atoms of the three methoxy groups are all roughly coplanar with their attached ring [deviations = 0.219 (2), À0.097 (2) and À0.137 (2) Å ]. In the crystal, a weak C-HÁ Á Á interaction may help to establish the packing. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring.
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. 
Comment
We have reported crystal structures of Schiff bases synthesized from 2,3-dimethylaniline (Tahir et al., 2010a (Tahir et al., , 2010b , (Tariq et al., 2010) and in continuation of this work, we report herein the structure and synthesis of the title compound (I, Fig. 1 ).
In (I) the 2,3-dimethylaniline moiety A (C1-C8/N1) and the group B (C9-C15/O1/O2/O3) of 2,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde are planar with r. m. s. deviations of 0.0184 and 0.0103 Å, respectively. The dihedral angle between A/B is 61.32 (6)°. The title molecule essentially consists of monomers. The packing may be stabilized through weak C-H···π (Table   1) interactions.
Experimental
Equimolar quantities of 2,3-dimethylaniline and 2,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde were refluxed in methanol for 45 min resulting in violet solution. The solution was kept at room temperature which affoarded colorless prisms of (I) after 48 h.
Refinement
The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl and x = 1.2 for all other H-atoms. Hall symbol: -P 1 Mo Kα radiation, λ = 0.71073 Å a = 7.0040 (2) Å Cell parameters from 2938 reflections b = 11.0396 (4) Å θ = 1.9-28.4°c = 11.1585 (4) Å µ = 0.08 mm −1 α = 73.941 (1)°T = 296 K supplementary materials sup-2 β = 76.022 (2) 0.0420 (6) 0.0463 (7) 0.0449 (7) 0.0059 (5) −0.0164 (5) −0.0192 (5) C15 0.0388 (6) 0.0444 (7) 0.0477 (7) 0.0100 (5) −0.0164 (5) −0.0185 (5) C16 0.0718 (9) 0.0584 (9) 0.0833 (11) 0.0144 (7) −0.0510 (9) −0.0240 (8) C17 0.0627 (9) 0.0577 (9) 0.0902 (12) 0.0253 (7) −0.0277 (8) −0.0407 (9) C18 0.0555 (8) 0.0674 (9) 0.0649 (9) 0.0080 (7) −0.0316 (7) −0.0240 (8) Geometric parameters (Å, °) (11) H7A-C7-H7B 109.00 N1-C1-C2 118.33 (11) H7A-C7-H7C 109.00 N1-C1-C6 120.89 (11) H7B-C7-H7C 109.00
